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Dynamic New Global System Detailed By
WFPHA Partner At 11™ World Health Congress

by Madalyn Applebaum

o the United States and every nation,
there is no maore impertant issue than
public heatth. Public health challerges
often transcend geog maph ic bamiers. So do
arvirenmental challenges. These are challenges
bing met head on by the emerging Global
Earth Obsarvation System of Systems (GECSS),
which hasthe support of 65 nations, the
European Commission and 43 intermaticnal
organizations. lt is a dynamic new network, an
internatiznal coopermtive effort designed to
gather infarmation that will increase the public
hzatth of people all across the globe. | hops you
will workowith us 1o learn how to maks the
best possible use of GEOSS when you return
o your homecountries”
Thi Honorable Mike Leavit
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sotemen taddressed fo deiegoies to e T 1 Workd
Hoalth Congress ond 8 Brazilion Cangress
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Mews aoout GEDSS, an emerging
global envircnmenital Initlathe, was reported
1o delegates In Bradl by retined Mawy Moz
Admird Conrad C. Lautenbacher, I, Ph.O,
Under Seretary of Commerce for Oosans
and Atmosphare ard Administrator, Mational
(Crosanikc and Atmiospheric Admintstration
(MOAA) The Vice Admiral told dalegates
that ore of the most pressirg neads for
Imprawirg public health i to bring together,
In ane system, the many disparate entiies
that include haatth and environmental data
and observations, "The health of the human
species; hie sald, 15 Inked directly to the hedth
and condition of our planet. We must connact
the scienitific dots 1o better undestand the
links between the ervronment and health,
COnice we do, working collaboratively, we wil
miake significant advarces In prevention, early
warning and mare rapid problem-salving”

WFPHA and NOAA, along with APHA, Yale
Unibvarsity, the World Health Organization, and
other parmers, have joined In developing a
biodwersity and health resaarch initiative led
b the L5 Ervironmental Protection Agency.
With the loss of biodiersity accelemting even
as Infacticus dis=azas appear to be emerging
and reemerging at a faster pace, examining
patentld relationships between changes In
biodivarsity ard human headth may lead to
broadar understandirg of how to reduce
global public health risks.

Lautznbacher sald the naw research
effort complernents the development of
GEOSS. By linking the many thousands of
technolegical assets now working Indvidually
around the globe, GECSS 15 emerging as an
end-to-end system that will provide the sound
sdance on which sound palicy must be ballt.
*| predict GEOSS will become a wital tool to
help meet health challanges maore sffectively!
Lautenbacher said.

Integrating Infemmatien through
Improved ghobd monitoing of wiruses in
widlifa may help pravent epidemnics of awan
flu. Data on corditions that Increase mosquite
populations can be factored Inte prevention
measurss where diseases such as malaria ars
endemic. Cata on alr pollution can be factored
Initz aarly warrings fior cardiowascular and
respiratory responses. Data on ecosystem
diwersity can be a factor In detecting the next
emerging disazses. GECE5 15 sxpected 1o visld
soclo-economic benefits to many sectors,
Including waather ard climate forecasting,
natural disastar mitlgation, and management
of enargy and water rescurces, all of which
will benefit globa public health. @
www.earthobservations.org



