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New Global Earth Observation System of Systems
Will “Take Pulse of the Planet’

Strong Implications for Public Health Community

A Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS), supported by 64 countries and the European
Commission, will be implemented in Brazil and around the globe. Brazil is playing a leading role in the Group on
Earth Observations (GEO), which is developing this dynamic new system that, over the next decade, will
dramatically improve our understanding of Earth and how it works.

Vice Admiral Conrad C. Lautenbacher, Jr. (USN-Ret.), United States Co-Chair for GEO and U.S. Under Secretary
of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere, will present details of GEOSS and its strong implications for the global
public health community at the World Health Congress on 22 August, 15:00 — 16:30, at the Riocentro
Complex, Rua Salvador Allende 6.555, Barra da Tijuca, Rio de Janeiro. The room is Pavillion 4.

"GEOSS will take the pulse of the planet. Over the next decade, | believe we will look back at this period and
recognize what an enormous turning point it represents in the scientific understanding of our planet. The goal of
every country participating in GEOSS is to put this understanding to work for the benefit of people worldwide,"
Lautenbacher said.

In Brazil, just as in countries around the globe, there is a critical need to make 21st-century technology as
integrated as the planet it observes, predicts and protects. The incidence of malaria, for example, grows
dramatically during extreme weather events. Epidemics occur in parts of South America and in Africa and Asia.
Brazil's worst drought in 40 years has affected hundreds of thousands of people. Fresh clean drinking water can
be scarce and fish have died.

GEOSS is a new system that will have significant implications for all of South America, Asia, Africa, Europe, and
North America. As will be highlighted at this important session, GEOSS is will yield enormous societal benefits in a
wide number of sectors, including public health, weather and climate, natural disaster mitigation, energy, and
agriculture.

Reporters please note: Vice Admiral Lautenbacher and the GEOSS representative from Brazil, Gilberto
Camara, Ph.D., Director, Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas Espaciais, Ministry of Science and Technology,
Brazil, also will be available for interviews on 23 August, 12:00 - 14:00 in Pavillion 5, Room B, Riocentro
Complex.

GEO Secretariat: 7 bis, avenue de la Paix - Case postale 2300 - CH-1211 Geneva 2 - Switzerland
Tel: + 41 (0) 22 730 85 05 - Fax: +41 (0)22 730 85 20 - secretariat@geosec.org - www.earthobservations.org
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