
 



 

 
GEONETCast in the Americas  

More Effectively Managing A World of Resources 
 
Through the Group on Earth Observations (GEO), nine countries in the Western Hemisphere 
are working with global partners to build the Global Earth Observation System of Systems 
(GEOSS). The countries include Argentina, Brazil, Belize, Canada, Chile, Costa Rica, 
Honduras, Mexico, Panama, Paraguay and the United States. More Western Hemisphere 
countries are expected to become GEO members later this year. The goal of GEOSS is to 
provide comprehensive, coordinated and sustained Earth observations from thousands of 
instruments worldwide and to transform the data they collect into a range of vital societal 
benefits. One of the real strengths of GEOSS will be its infrastructure for data 
interoperability, sharing and access.  
 
 
GEONETCast will be one of the key data dissemination systems within GEOSS.   
With contributions from many nations and organizations, GEONETCast is a cooperative 
effort being organized by the European Organisation for the Exploitation of Meteorological 
Satellites (EUMETSAT), the United States, China and the World Meteorological 
Organization. GEONETCast capabilities are now being developed for South America.   
 
 
GEONETCast will provide information essential to protecting lives and more effectively 
managing a world of resources.  
As an interconnected global network of near real-time regional dissemination systems with a 
24/7 data stream, GEONETCast will link environmental data providers and users across the 
globe. Once fully operational, this service will put a vast range of essential environmental 
space-based, air-borne, in situ data, and applications at the fingertips of decision-makers and 
many others around the globe who might not otherwise have timely access to this 
information.   
 
 
GEONETCast will take the pulse of the planet.  
Through GEONETCast, data about infectious diseases, weather and climate, natural 
disasters, water and air quality, agriculture, ocean and coastal conditions, ecosystems and 
more will be broadcast in free or low-cost, near real-time, user-friendly formats. The global 
service will provide steady access to data and information needed to better understand the 
links between the environment and important sectors such as public health. For example, 
integrating environmental data regarding disease vectors, pollutants, rainfall, and sea surface 
temperature can help in predicting, mitigating and even preventing health threats before they 
become a crisis. 
 
 
GEONETCast will allow for faster decision-making and policy responses.  
As another example, South Africa receives data from EUMETSAT in Europe that precisely 
measure vegetation activity across the country. Gathered by satellite and ground-based 
sensors and broadcast by GEONETCast 24x7, the information is critical to food security in 
South Africa. The information also can be applied to mitigating disasters from drought, 
wildfires and floods and monitoring both air and water pollution patterns and outbreaks of 
diseases such as malaria and meningitis. As one example, sites of schools and villages where 
people need to be vaccinated can be identified. 
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