
 

GEOSS in the Americas 

 

Supporting GEO and GEOSS in the Western Hemisphere 
 
GEOSS in the Americas refers to the efforts of governments and others to support the realization 
of the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) in the Western Hemisphere. 
GEOSS is a global effort led by the intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) to 
achieve comprehensive, coordinated, and sustained observations of the Earth system.  GEOSS 
seeks to meet the need for timely, quality, long-term information as a basis for sound decision 
making in areas such as disaster management, human health, energy, climate, water, weather, 
ecosystems, agriculture and biodiversity.   
 
GEOSS in the Americas provides a conceptual, umbrella framework to highlight existing col-
laborative efforts among governments, private industry, NGOs, and academia throughout the 
Western Hemisphere that support the aims of GEOSS, and to serve as a catalyst for new regional 
initiatives and cooperative opportunities. GEOSS-related activities in the Americas aim to im-
prove the utilization of Earth observations by facilitating partnerships, encouraging the use and 
exchange of data, and coordinating and leveraging regional assets and resources.  
 
GEOSS in the Americas will also seek to strengthen and expand formal participation by Latin 
American countries in GEO.  It may also provide opportunities for informal meetings of mem-
bers of the Americas caucus of GEO, which currently includes Argentina, Brazil, Belize, Can-
ada, Chile, Honduras, Mexico, Paraguay and the United States. 


