
  
 

 
 
A critical question faces scientists and legislators concerning America’s role in space. 
PARADE’s Science Editor examines the key issues and suggests a far-reaching 
answer. 
What Should Be NASA's New Direction? 
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How To Make A Good Plan Better 
 
Last January the government announced a new direction for NASA, emphasizing 
manned exploration. It includes making the space shuttles safe, continuing work on the 
International Space Station and returning to the Moon, this time to stay and build a base 
for launching human missions beyond the Moon, beginning with Mars. I think this 
program should proceed, with the following caveats: 
 
1 Let the program be augmented with a big push for science education at the 
elementary, high school and early university levels. This was done the last time we went 
to the Moon. This way, an entire generation—not just a few astronauts—will explore 
space. As a nation, the U.S. needs to be more aware of science.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3 Take care of the investments we already have in space, of which the Hubble Space 
Telescope is the crown jewel. Until we have a new space telescope, Hubble is our 
nation’s clearest window to the stars. Keep it dazzling us as part and parcel of NASA’s 
new direction. Also, cutting-edge astrophysics using unmanned spacecraft should be 
funded rather than postponed. Such projects have been a prime source of information 
about space and contributed to U.S. dominance in science, now in decline. A recent 
report showed that the U.S. is losing its No. 1 status in science to other nations, 
particularly in Europe and Asia. 
 
4 Use the Moon for exploration as well. The Moon is more than a pit stop on the way to 
Mars. From a base there, we could study the Moon to learn more about the geological 
history of our planet. We also could build a telescope there powerful enough to see the 

2 Don’t forget the planet we live on. Along with exploring the heavens, we should 
fund the global Earth observation initiative—spearheaded by the U.S. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), among several other federal 
agencies—to develop an integrated network of satellites and land and sea 
technology to record the conditions of the oceans, lands and atmosphere 
anywhere on the globe. This network will provide more accurate weather 
forecasting, save up to $1 billion annually in U.S. energy costs, monitor air and 
water quality much more effectively and help track infectious diseases. 



worlds orbiting distant suns.  
These four suggestions will help make the nation’s space program a wise investment in 
our future, enabling us to use all the means at our disposal to reach for the stars. 
 
Emissaries To Deep Space 
Two small, spidery craft still are transmitting signals after nearly 27 years in deep space. 
Voyager 2 visited Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune and their many moons. Its sister 
craft, Voyager 1, studied Jupiter, Saturn and its moon Titan before heading into deep 
space. Both carry messages of peace and hope in the unlikely event that they 
encounter other civilizations in the distant future. 
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