












Marine Mammal Strandings in the Northeast Region: Several marine mammal strandings 
occurred last week. A critically injured Risso's dolphin found at the Virginia-North Carolina 
border had to be euthanized. Additionally, five seals and one large whale, believed to be a 
minke, were found dead in Maine. Efforts are underway to collect as many samples as possible 
from the recovered carcasses to determine the cause(s) of mortality. One dead striped dolphin 
was also reported in Virginia on September 17,2007. (Contact Dr. Teri Rowles, 301-713-2322) 
Significance: NOAA Fisheries Service declared an Unusual Mortality Event for large whales in 
the North Atlantic in August 2007, following an above average number of fatalities reported 
during the month of July. We are particularly concerned about the number of stranded Risso's 
dolphins, and continue to monitor the situation. NOAA Fisheries Service is charged with 
protecting and conserving marine mammal populations, consistent with the requirements of the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act. 
Media: None. 

NOAA Awards Contract to Seattle Shipyard to Convert New Ocean Exploration Ship: On 
August 22, NOAA Marine and Aviation Operations awarded a contract for $13.4 million to Todd 
Pacific Shipyards Corporation of Seattle, Washington, to convert the former U.S. Navy 
surveillance vessel Capable into a NOAA research ship that will explore the world's oceans. 
The Navy transferred $18 million of its appropriated funds in FY2007. The funds will be applied 
to the conversion contract and a separate purchase of highly specialized on-board and shore-side 
equipment to connect expeditions at sea in real-time to teams of scientists, and to teachers and 
students ashore via satellite and high-speed Internet pathways. The shipyard's work is expected 
to be complete in the Spring or Summer of 2008. Once operational, the ship will support 
NOAA's Office of Ocean Exploration. (Contact Jennifer Hammond, 301-713-3418 x138) 
Background: Congress mandated the ship be used solely for ocean exploration. It will be 
renamed Okeanos Explorer as a result of a nationwide ship naming contest. The location of the 
ship's homeport has not been determined. The governor of Rhode Island and the senators from 
the state of Washington have requested the ship be home ported in their states. 
Significance: Per the Ocean Action Plan, acquiring a new ocean exploration vessel for NOAA is 
one way the Administration is enhancing the Federal government's oceanographic infrastructure. 
Media: A press release was issued on NOAA.gov 

NOAA Hosts Annual Data and Information Users' Workshop: On May 12-14, NOAA will 
host its 2008 Data and Information Users' Workshop in Asheville, NC. The theme of the 
workshop is "User Requirements for NOAA's Data and Information." Mary M. Glackin, Deputy 
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere, and Mary Kicza, Assistant 
Administrator for Satellite and Information Services, will address approximately two hundred 
attendees including consultants, engineers, and personnel from insurance companies, news 
media, other government agencies, weather derivatives, reinsurance companies, and academia. 
NOAA will present new products and services and plans for the future, and breakout sessions 
will offer opportunities for discussion and analysis. (Contact Chuck Wooldridge, 301-713 -3386) 
Significance: This workshop is one of the primary forums for NOAA to interact with users of 
its data and information. 
Media: Local press is expected to attend. 


